EVOLTREE Workshop announcement

Within the framework of SEA Training and Education programs of the European Network of Excellence project „EVOLTREE”, a training workshop is planned for researchers with the title:
Forests at the limit – 
selective environment at the receding (xeric) edge of distribution and consequences

Organised by:

Csaba Mátyás (University of West Hungary, Sopron)
Bruno Fady (INRA, Avignon, France)

Giovanni G. Vendramin (CNR, Florence, Italy)

Planned date: May 11-14, 2009
Venue: Sopron, Hungary, University of West Hungary
The workshop is planned to deal with the growing environmental stress and selection pressure at the receding, xeric distribution limits of closed forests and dominant forest tree species, respectively. In the northern hemisphere, xeric distribution limits extend along the forest steppe and woodland ecotones of the Mediterranean, Southeast Europe, South Siberia and North America. The forest cover in these densely populated regions bear high ecological and social values, it is therefore an imperative to evaluate available knowledge with the objective to mitigate effects triggered by rapidly changing conditions. The workshop will address aspects of genetics and evolution, ecology and fenomics (growth and health) related to climate change responses. In detail, 
1. Genetic consequences of extreme events: selection and diversity changes, genetic basis of tolerance and plasticity,
2. Genetic options and evolutionary limits of response to fast changes,
3. Tasks for human intervention (forestry) and research in mitigation,

at the receding edge of ranges. 

Targeted audience

Participants are expected first of all from member institutions of the EVOLTREE network of excellence. The intention of the organizer is to broaden both the geographic and disciplinary scope of the theme to reveal the global character of the problem and to raise awareness for the issue of the xeric (lower) limits of forests. Therefore also researchers from outside of the institutional network of EVOLTREE are invited for the workshop. To provide an interactive environment for critical discussions, participation (and possibilities for presentations) might be nonetheless limited. The meeting will be open also for a limited number of PhD students (5 credits)
In order to maintain the basic intention of the workshop, i.e. to raise international awareness, a publication is planned with the title of the workshop, where researchers not having participated may also contribute with proposed chapters.
Technical and other details, pre-registration
During the workshop, a one day field trip is planned.
Costs of participation

Accommodation and food prices in Hungary are moderate. (Hotel accommodation in Sopron is available for around 40 € and 70-80 € for higher standard single rooms, meals cost around 10-20 €.) For participants not eligible for EVOLTREE support, participation fee, including field transport is expected around 200 €

Venue

The historic town of Sopron on the Hungarian/Austrian border is rich in cultural traditions and lies in an attractive natural environment, close to Lake Fertõ/Neusiedel. It gained international fame as the site of the first breakthrough of the Iron Curtain (August  19, 1989) which anticipated the fall of the Berlin Wall. The town is the centre of the University of West Hungary, one of the major, renowned universities in the country, with a long tradition in training and research in applied natural sciences.

Travel

The airport closest to Sopron is Vienna-Schwechat (distance: 70 km). Local trains serve Sopron from Vienna nearly every hour during the day. Sopron may be reached of course also from Budapest (210 km) by train (2.5 hrs by express train)
Requested response, suggestions

If you find the theme of the meeting important enough to participate or to contribute, or want to obtain additional information to decide later, please send your pre-registration and comments
until January 10, 2009
on the form attached below to the address:

Mr. Ervin Rasztovits
e-mail: raszto@emk.nyme.hu 
Postal address: Inst. of Environment and Earth Sciences,

Faculty of Forestry, University of West Hungary

9401 Sopron, Pob. 132, Hungary

Tel.: +36 99 518 395

Fax: +36 99 329 840

Finalised circular for registration will be mailed approx. by February 1, 2009.
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